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Delaware - what a great state to live in!

As we strive to make the arts more visible and more 
central to the lives of our citizens and visitors, and as 
we fret over decreased federal funds and the lingering 
negative financial impact of the recession, it is easy
to overlook how fortunate we are to be living in a state 
where our leaders are so supportive of the arts. In a 
recent comment piece in the News Journal, Delaware’s 
First Lady Carla Markell talks about the transformative 
role of the arts in the lives of inner-city youths and
individuals with cognitive disabilities.  She goes on to 
remind her readers of the value of the arts in building a 
strong workforce. “To remain competitive in the global 
economy,” she reminds us, “we need workers that can 
think creatively and visualize new possibilities, using 
those talents to design and develop new products,
services, and processes.” She concludes, “When we 
speak up in support of the arts and participate in 
cultural events, we attest to the value of the arts in 
education and their contribution to our children, our 
communities and our nation’s cultural legacy.”  

All of us at the DAA thank Carla Markell for her
advocacy efforts on behalf of the arts. We couldn’t 
have said it better ourselves!

I  just came back from the Americans for the Arts’ State 
Arts Action Network (SAAN) meeting in San Francisco, 
feeling reenergized.  Sessions took place from Oct. 
23rd to 25th. SAAN meetings allow DAA to learn and 
implement best practices that are yielding results in 
other states. The SAAN is a very nurturing group that 
continuously communicates. Discussions bring to light 
that difficulties are on occasion shared by more than 
one state group.

The political gridlock in Washington is not over yet, 
and might affect the National Endowment for the Arts’ 
(NEA) budget, and with that federal money coming to 
the arts in Delaware. We must keep an eye on the issue. 
Arts education is also on the minds of most of my
colleagues. The belief is that in order to address the
issue effectively, it is important to identify and work 
with key players that will instill the change needed to 
educate the workforce of the future. The group be-
lieves in the inclusion of the arts as a core academic 
standard and the implementation of STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, ARTS, and Mathematics)
as a must to succeed. Creativity and innovation are 
facilitated by the inclusion of the arts. Working with 
businesses and economic development professionals
is becoming common practice at different levels in 
each state, and “creative placemaking” is the new
buzzword. 

Still on the economic development front, DAA
continues to promote the case for the arts in a
variety of forums locally and nationally. We shared 
Carla Markell’s op-ed piece with the entire SAAN.
The article was published a few weeks ago in their
e-newsletter The SAANBox reaching out to arts
advocates nationwide. Days later, the Arts Link
Fall/Winter magazine featured her speaking to the 
power of the economic impact data. DAA continues 
making the case for the arts every time we present
the Arts & Economic Prosperity Report. 

DAA will work on arts advocacy and education
priorities as indicated by the recently adopted
strategic plan, which will guide the organization
in the next three years. The invitation to join the arts 
advocacy ranks in the state is always open. DAA, like 
the SAAN, is a welcoming and nurturing organization 
that will succeed only with your help. 

LETTER FROM DAA’S
BOARD PRESIDENT
By Maxine Gaiber

REFLECTIONS FROM DAA’S
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Arts advocacy on the run… 
By Guillermina Gonzalez

Healthy Arts Create Connections
Between People
By Mark Fields, DAA Board Member and Chair, 
Membership Committee
DAA Board Member Mark Fields shares his thoughts
on how the arts can turn a town into a community, as
a guest blogger for The Town of Whitehall, Delaware. 

http://whitehallde.com/healthy-arts-create-
connections-between-people

CAPTURING THE DELAWARE ARTS:
PHOTOGRAPHY FOR DAA
DAA Members, Friends, and Organizational Supporters: 
we are seeking new photography of the arts in
action in Delaware for our website and social media.  
Please share your photos, which DAA can upload to
our website and also use on Facebook and Twitter.  
Photos can be of dance, musical performances, theatre, 
events, artwork, etc. Be sure to include your name,
title/description of your photo, and contact information 
so we can credit you properly.  All photos can be
submitted to lcalder@delawareartsalliance.org. 
We look forward to seeing your photography and
including it on the DAA website!
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ARTS SUMMIT 2013
CELEBRATING THE ARTS IN DELAWARE
By Lynn Calder

The Delaware arts community came out in full force for Delaware Division of
the Arts’ 5th Arts Summit on Monday, October 28th at Dover Downs Hotel and Casino.  

        The Summit brought 230 plus artists and arts administrators
        from all three counties to participate in sessions featuring
        pertinent topics for arts institutions as well as individual
        artists.  Topics included audience development, fundraising, 
        communications, and special events.

DAA was on-hand, sharing the importance of arts advocacy for the community and signing up new supporters. 
Our Exhibitor Booth was staffed by several board members, including Mark Fields, Deb Hansen, Gail O’Donnell, Maxine
Gaiber, Beth Howlett, and  Ginger Angstadt, along with Marketing & Development Strategist Lynn Calder and Executive 
Director Guillermina Gonzalez.  Ms. Gonzalez introduced panelist Leonardo Vazquez, Executive Director of the National 
Consortium for Creative Placemaking in Montclair, NJ, for his session on Creative Placemaking: Keystones for Success. 

Delaware Poet Laureate JoAnn Balingit and Delaware Division 
of the Arts Keynote Speaker Poet Richard Blanco (Courtesy of 

Delaware Division of the Arts)

Richard Blanco, President Obama’s Inaugural Poet 
2013, reads a selection of his work at Arts Summit 
(Courtesy of Delaware Division of the Arts)

DAA President Maxine Gaiber at the
DAA Exhibitor Booth.

The Wilmington Renaissance Corporation team enjoying 
lunch at the Summit

6ixwire Project featuring Xiang Gao and Cathy Yang, accompanied 
at the Summit by pianist Julie Nishimura (Courtesy of Delaware 

Division of the Arts)

Delaware Division of the Arts Director Paul
Weagraff (Courtesy of Delaware Division of the Arts)

Lise Monty Leary, Delaware State
Arts Council Chair & DAA Member

Among the highlights of the Summit were a poignant poetry reading by the
esteemed Cuban-American Poet Richard Blanco, President Obama’s Inaugural Poet 
2013, and a moving musical performance by 6ixwire Project featuring Xiang Gao 
and Cathy Yang, accompanied at the Summit by pianist Julie Nishimura.  Delaware 
Division of the Arts Director Paul Weagraff also provided an overview of the state
of the arts in Delaware.

CELEBRATING THE ARTS IN DELAWARE

The Summit concluded with a book signing by Richard Blanco
and a farewell to Deputy Director Susan Salkin, for her many years
of service to Delaware Division of the Arts We look forward to
Arts Summit 2015!



DAA Arts Advocate Profile
JoAnn Balingit:  On the Transformative Power of Poetry
By Lynn Calder

Lunch with JoAnn Balingit, Poet Laureate of Delaware, 
is a transforming experience—taking one away from the
bustle of everyday life to a thoughtful, creative place of
poetry, writing, and the arts. 

As we sit down, Balingit considers her role and responsibility as an artist, “It takes a lot of guts to be an artist,” she says.  
“I was terrified to embrace this role until I was in my 30s.” It was then she discovered contemporary women poets. “I 
realized that you could write about topics like childbirth rather than Grecian urns,” she notes.

While studying for her PhD in Literary Criticism at UCIrivine, an opportunity arose to move to Morocco and Balingit 
quickly grabbed it.  During 1979-80, she began a writing poetry in her journal.  She was teaching and tutoring English 
at the American School in Tangiers.  From Morocco she continued her travels to Lisbon, Portugal in 1980, where she 
taught English as a Foreign Language.

Returning to the States in 1985, she taught English at universities in Florida and then Kentucky before moving 
to Delaware in 1990.  She taught writing at school and university levels, but recalls the impact of being a school
librarian in the Christiana School District at Bancroft Elementary.  “Being an elementary school librarian was an
amazing job.  I was running my own library, putting together a curriculum, and buying books for the collection.” 
She continues thoughtfully, “I would read my students poetry and folk tales and you could see how magical it
was for them just to be read aloud to.”  

Balingit’s passion for inspiring a love of creative writing becomes apparent as she discusses the Delaware Writing 
Region for the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards, a national recognition program for students in grades 7–12. The 
Scholastic Awards have produced a number of esteemed writers such as John Updike and Truman Capote in its 90-year 
history.   The program, which has a December 20 deadline, allows students to submit their creative work.  To encourage 
young writers, the Delaware Writing Region, which is Balingit leads and is administered by the Diamond State Branch 
of The National League of American Pen Women, has writing workshops available to teens throughout the state,
which gives them one-on-one feedback on their progress prior to the deadline.  The competition concludes with
an exhibition and award ceremony in February for young writers in Dover.
 

“Teachers are glad to have this push for recognizing creative work,” she explains.  
“Creative writing is an antidote to teaching to the test and number crunching.”  
Balingit is saddened to see the arts losing support in some schools. 
“English teachers don’t have the time to teach creative writing.  Art and music are 
half time.  There simply is not enough coverage for the arts in schools.”  She contin-
ues, “I feel it is so important for children in 7th, 8th, and 9th grade to be brave and 
get their creative work out there.  And the Scholastic Awards in Writing encourages 
them to do this and be recognized for their work. The world needs this.”  

Appointed Poet Laureate in 2008, Balingit discusses her art, “This is why I love a poem.  Once it is written and
then you read it, you get into the skin of the other person.  You understand how that person feels and what she
sees—in her memory or in the moment—and what great emotion initiated that poem.  You are standing in their 
shoes. You understand the other.”

Balingit shares her new book, Words for House Story (WordTech Editions, July 2013), which is her first full-length
collection of poems.  She explains it is a collection of family stories, love poems, and poems inspired by nature. 
Balingit is now working on prose stories, based on her family.  

As the lunch hour ends, Balingit considers advocacy for the arts.  “Arts advocacy is important because art needs to be 
available to everyone—no matter where they live.  Art is an important part of living, growing, and enjoying life.” 
DAA is fortunate to count Delaware Poet Laureate JoAnn Balingit as a member.

For more information on JoAnn Balingit, go to http://joannbalingit.org/ and to learn about the Delaware Writing
Region Scholastic Art & Writing Awards go to http://www.artandwriting.org/ORG/AffiliatePages/Show/DE001W.

JoAnn Balingit at the Castle of Diana, Erice, Sicily
(Courtesy of JoAnn Balingit)

JoAnn Balingit in Segesta, Italy in September 
2013 (Courtesy of JoAnn Balingit)



Connect with DAA!
Delaware Arts Alliance 100 West 10th Street Suite 206 Wilmington, DE 19801

Phone (302) 425-5500 ext. 107  |  Fax (302) 425-2485

www.DelawareArtsAlliance.org

Delaware Arts Alliance Mission
The Delaware Arts Alliance is the unifying voice for the arts and arts education

throughout the state, advocating for the central role of the arts in advancing dynamic
communities and a creative citizenry.

Executive Director Guillermina Gonzalez GGonzalez@DelawareArtsAlliance.org

Administrative Assistant Nivea Mercado NMercado@DelawareArtsAlliance.org

Marketing & Development Strategist Lynn Calder LCalder@DelawareArtsAlliance.org

Taking the LEAD for STEM to STEAM in Delaware
By Lynn Calder

By now, many people are familiar with the educational platform STEM, which is the acronym of Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics.  

When first introduced, the STEM model was intended to tackle the growing concern that students in the United 
States were not being sufficiently prepared in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math
educational fields, as well as for careers in these disciplines. 
The movement began in 2006 and gained momentum from preschools to high schools.  However, questions
arose among educators whether STEM was really the complete equation to build a creative workforce marked
by innovation.  Art was a missing factor.

The origins of the STEAM movement begin in Providence, Rhode Island at the prestigious Rhode Island School
of Design, championed by its president John Maeda.  The proposed objectives of the STEAM movement are to:
transform research policy to place Art + Design at the center of STEM; encourage integration of Art + Design in
education; and influence employers to hire artists and designers to drive innovation.

STEAM has caught worldwide attention and is growing nationally. There was Stem + Art = STEAM, a panel session
addressing the ways STEAM can inspire entrepreneurial innovation, at the January 2013 World Economic Forum in 
Switzerland. There is now a US Congressional bipartisan STEAM Caucus, co-chaired by Congresswoman Suzanne 
Bonamici (D-OR) and Congressman Aaron Schock (R-IL) with 11 states.  And a number of organizations and schools 
support the movement, including the Delaware Arts Alliance.

DAA’s LEAD (Legislative Affairs, Education, Advocacy, Economic Development) Committee heads up DAA’s
effort to advocate for STEM to STEAM and make sure that core standards reflect the inclusion of arts education
in all public and charter schools statewide.

At the grassroots level, the committee seeks that artists, art teachers, parents, and educators get involved in ensuring 
that the arts stay a pertinent part of the educational curriculum within the school districts of all three counties.  At a 
September meeting of the Delaware Art Educators Association, many teachers expressed how a strong art program 
would impact their students.  Arts education is vital to DAA’s mission and we will continue to advocate for STEAM 
throughout the state.

Editor’s Note: STEM to STEAM Background: STEAM, last modified November 14, 2013, http://stemtosteam.org/
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